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August 4, 1975 

Hon. John J. Moakley 
U.S. House o f  Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 2051 5 

Dear Congressman Moakl ey: 

Enclosed f o r  your  e d i f i c a t i o n  i s  a recent  Wall S t r e e t  Journal a r t i c l e  by 
the  i n c i s i v e  young w r i t e r ,  Michael Novak. His arguments aga ins t  fo rced busing 
are  n o t  o n l y  b r i l l i a n t  and prophet ic ,  bu t  impossible t o  ignore. 

Novak argues t h a t  fo rced busing i s  immoral because "it goes against  t he  
bas ic  soc ia l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  American 1 i f e ;  against  fami ly ,  neighborhood, class, 
e t h n i c  and even educat ional r e a l i t i e s  which are  so basic  they are  seldom even 
vo i  ced. 'I 

It appears t h a t  Novak has gone one s tep  beyond Professor James Coleman o f  
the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago. D r .  Coleman has merely repor ted  t h a t  t he  r e a c t i o n  
among middle-class wh i te  parents t o  fo rced busing and the  e f f e c t  t h a t  reac t i on  
has on b lack  c h i l d r e n  are  s u f f i c i e n t  reasons f o r  a second look  a t  t he  ef f icacy 
o f  t h i s  t o o l  o f  i n teg ra t i on .  

Novak has g iven us the  cogent and l o g i c a l  explanat ion f o r  t h a t  reac t ion .  
It i s  an explanat ion devoid o f  emotionalism; and i n  a l l  honesty t o  ourselves 
and our r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as p u b l i c  servants, business o r  s p i r i t u a l  leaders, we 
cannot re fuse  t o  consider i t  i n  any o f  our  decisions. He foresees an embi t ter-  
ed generat ion t h a t  w i  11 s e t  t he  i n t e g r a t i o n  movement back twenty years. As a 
personal note, I have witnessed t h a t  b i t te rness ;  and I do n o t  want i t  on my 
conscience as I am sure you do not.  

Parents have come t o  me i n  tea rs  because they f e a r  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a re  
becoming r a c i s t s .  Somehow we must p u t  an end t o  t h i s  deplorable development be- 
fore i t  i s  too  l a t e .  We can begin by examining the  soc ia l  r e a l i t i e s  around us 
ins tead o f  r e l y i n g  on the  assumptions o f  s o c i o l o g i s t s  and t h e i r  b l i n d  fo l l owers  
who would i n t e g r a t e  through forced busing t o  eventual l y  achieve resegregat ion. 

Your comments on Novak's a r t i c l e  would be most welcome. Perhaps through 
the  same, we may s e t  Boston, t he  Nation, and the  C i v i l  Rights Movement back on 
t h e  r i g h t  t rack .  

Sincere ly ,  

Louise Day Hicks 


