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A FULERIGHT LEOTURER IN PAKISTAN
Dr. Mary A. O'Rourke
Senlor Supervisor of Elementary Education ( on leave)
Massachusetts Department of Education

"George Vashington yahan soye" does not sppear on any of the
gate~-posts in Pakistan, where I shall teach as & Fuldbright University
Lecturer for the next nine months, George Washington may have slept at
Craigle House but he was $00 involved with his destiny in the birth of
the American Nation to visit any homes in the area vhich now comprises
the new nation of Pakistan, Howvever, the current prodlems of Pakistan
as 1% struggles to implement with action its avowed ideals of freedom and
1iberty would be of vital htenut,‘; to him, were he living today, as they
are now to so many Americana.

I eaw Karachi for the first time from the window of a BOAC
airliner. Spravled across a stretch of ‘na.ndy coast along the Arablan Sea,
it reminded me of Christmes~card views of Bethlehem. As the plane curved
into landing poaition.. hundreds of white, flat~-roofed houses, tali business
blocks, and the busy streets alive with traffic offered a welcomed sight
after my long journey through six countries of ﬁu:rope. I had reached my
destination, my home for nine months. I locked forward to working with
the Fulbright "team members® and Pakiihni educators.

Irmediately upon landing, a Pakistani alrport employee came
rboard and aolaml_y sprayed the cabin and the pau;angers with DDT, a pre-
ventive measure aimed at reducing the incidence of malaria and cholera.
With no less efficiency, Pakistani immigration officlals ushered the fifty
or more passengers through & gheck on health oortii‘lcatu. police registra~
tion, and tm;toml. Yery chic, pretty Pakistani girl-receptionists, wearing
smart uniforms or besutiful saris, assisted us foreigners with begzage

arrangements and the numerous questions to be answered. At last we were

free to turn to the welcoming group of friends and relatives,
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There were two reception committees looking for me. Johm
Bellisla of Arlington, & Sanitation engineer on loan from the Massa~
chusetts Doparfnont of Health, and nis family wére right on hand to extend
a real Massachusetts welcome. On the officisl u;de. Dr. Kenneth Thompson
&nd Dr, sred.H. J’afﬁr. ropronenting the United Btatu‘nducat‘iond. Founda-
tion in Pakistan. offured graoious greetingu. togethor with one !mndred
rupees vhich I vw.ld soon plueo 1n oiroulution. Annc Thomp-on. nnothor
member of the lhunohmett- Deptrtment of Health, uid a brief 'hallo"
as she hurried to meet & nev arrim rron another p‘lm. Yith thn hnlp
of Gay Bellizia, Hoia.le. Mu-y Gay, ;nd the twins, I lto.cked ell or ny
'lcoonpuvtng 'btggage' 1nto the :Bollizia 1955 Ghevrolst.
. !'otlng 2 ml-length coat purchased in Bom. wh{llu mring a
sumer sult of uilk and woo], had Beamed sensible enought \mtil the door
of the plane had been opensd in Gairo vhere we stOpped. for two honrs at
midnight. The dark, dssert varmth. vhile not uncomfortabla :tor me :ln a
sleeveless blouse, mde me vonder hov I vould mrer exist 1n hmhi unt!.l
lupply of cotton dranes. traveling ‘by sea treight. wuld arrive. The
same thought occmd to e as 1 rode vith tha Bellhhs tomd thair
nmhi hona.
| )-l;r per-oml vorry a‘hout clothu ceaud n.bruptly as we pa.ued
miles of the nolt pavarty—atriakon homes I han mr uon. i‘ho families
living 1n thele mhera.ble. mko—uhift huta are rafugou \rho entered
_Pnkistan from Indh alnco purtition in 19!&?. Their Monlom holhﬂ.
central cause of the Pa.lci.ltan!. doairo to 'ba 1ndopondont of Inua vhere
the Eindn roligion 1- pract!.ced on a mtional scale, md. thnm volmtary
'ontcaatl from India,. !.‘heir poor oxistonca is 11v1ng proof oi" thnir ‘hurn!.ng
.reug!m fervor and their -trong mtiomﬂiutio :roeling. !o thom, Paki-hn
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must be independent in soul and body even now, 1f 1% means for them, hovels
for homes, disease, unemployment, apd sometimes death, Turning off Drigh
Road, across from a patch of the "ghanty town" dwellings, we entered am
arez of large, modern, pastel-hued homes set in gardens of bright flowers
and trees. ‘

The Bel;tsin'l home, constyucted in the most modern siyle on six
different levels, is one among 7,500 new dwellings imi.lt recently in tha
city of Karachi, . The pnrtioﬁll.r section where the Public EHealth speciale
ists and thelir fomilies live might well be named "The Massachusetts Colony™
since it seems that -evnr;fone. from Dr, Allen x\irkyood.‘ the Massachusetts
Commiesioner of I?ﬁblio- Health, to Mary-Jo :Bfosm, a secrqtiry in the Depart-
ment (Evelyn Cronin, i!auuhusetts Bépnrtment of Education, please note.), |
is or has deen over“haré. There are -‘apscin.lists in Public Health from other
states, I am surs, but 1t seemed good to me to coﬁa ncrés- 80 many
Bostonisns in $his far land, Their homes are in the mein most comfortable,
ﬂth plenty of room, modern :mrnitura.. colorful ﬂu&ow draperﬁs. servants
quarters, and convenient garazge spe.cef .

Mrs. Bellizia has trained the bawarchi, (cook), 1n fastidious
habits of clunllnus; in the propuration of food so that I could relax
completely and enjoy the very tasty Amr!.oan and Pakistan! dishes served
&t the Belligie’s home. Staying for five days with John snd Cey and their
four lively, personadle daughters was a‘bout the nicest. 1ntroductlun to
Pakintun I could possidly have, "The Bny Btate Envoys® onjoy their lbdvely
home. and their Pakintani neighbors to the extent that their enthueissm 4s
contagious. Vhen the Monday morning sun poked through the bright yellow |
curtains stretched meross the eix casement windows of the guest room, I

was ready to work in Pakisten for the iirst orientation session at the
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United States Educational Foundation 0ffice.

In *our next," I intend to write sbout the people of Xarachi
as I meet them. My work entalls helping to organize in a workshop for
teachers and adminlstmtors at Karachi University during October, after
vhich the woritshop team will conduct enother workshop st Dacca University,
in' the "East ﬁing""of Pakistan, more then 1,000 miles from Karachi, Our
schedule of teaching will earry us eventually to Mymensing, Peshavar,
n'-u{mndi.' Quetta, and Lahore. But I realize that, while Boston Sunday
Qm readers may not be interested {n educational progress in Palkistan, -
they may wish %o knov about the land vhers the Internations) Industrial
h!.r 1: now in progreu. wvhere the American Govermment has 1mated:m1111m
of donu-s. and where Ava Gardner recently made a pioture sbout India. I
think they will be interested in hoﬁng the people who locate in Pakistan
thoir homes, their schoola. their hopes and frustrations, thsir sources
of 1anghter and life_. As I become scquainted, mey I introdusce thsm to you?
' I must leave now, because ve are going out to Hawkes Bay, a
ringer for York Beach, Maine, for & swim in the eurf! ~Kudah hafig) | (Goa :
vith you, or good'by.) ' -
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